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ORDINANCE NO. 2618 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHICO ADDING CHAPTER 10.36 
TO TITLE 10 OF THE CHICO MUNICIPAL CODE PROHIBITING 

PEDESTRIANS ON MEDIANS AND OTHER ROADWAY AREAS 

WHEREAS, the City of Chico ("City") is a charter city, incorporated under the laws of 

the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, under Article II, Section 201 and Article VI, Section 609 of the Chico City 

Charter, the City Council has the power to make and enforce within the City's jurisdictional limits 

all local police, sanitary, and other ordinances and regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the California Vehicle Code generally provides uniform rules of the road 

throughout the State, but also expressly authorizes local authorities to adopt additional ordinances 

relating to traffic and parking regulations necessary for public safety and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the California Office of Traffic Safety found that over 1,100 pedestrian 

fatalities annually and that pedestrians account for 25% of all traffic deaths in California; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System, 52.1 % of all 

fatal or serious injury crashes involving pedestrians are due to pedestrian violations in 2022; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System, 

vehicle/pedestrian crashes were the most common type of pedestrian fatal and serious injury 

crashes making up 87.0 % in 2022; and 

WHEREAS, medians and other road features are designed as traffic separators and are not 

intended for pedestrian activity; and 

WHEREAS, vehicles traveling in adjacent traffic lanes often move at high speeds, and the 

presence of standing pedestrians on medians creates significant sight-line obstructions and an 

increased risk of severe injury or death for both pedestrians and motorists; and 

WHEREAS, research shows that when pedestrians are present within medians, 

roundabouts, or within traffic lanes and driveway zones, they create distraction for motorists, 

reduce driver reaction time, and increase exposure to vehicle paths and speeds; and 












