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ORDINANCE NO. 2621

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICO AMENDING
SECTION 16.66.040(A) OF THE CHICO MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD THE CHICO
AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT AS AN EXEMPT ENTITY FROM TREE
PRESERVATION REGULATIONS

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Chapter 16.66 of the Chico Municipal Code establishes Tree Preservation
Regulations applicable to certain property within the City of Chico; and

WHEREAS, Section 16.66.040(A) of the Chico Municipal Code currently exempts cemeteries,
public schools, universities, and City property from the provisions of Chapter 16.66; and

WHEREAS, the Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD) is an independent public
agency governed by an elected Board of Directors that provides parks, recreation, and community
facilities for the Chico area; and

WHEREAS, CARD is constructing an Aquatic Center that will serve as a major publid
recreational facility for residents throughout the community; and

WHEREAS, application of Chapter 16.66 to CARD facilities can create overlapping and
potentially duplicative regulatory processes between the City and a separate public agency,
resulting in delays or inefficiencies for publicly funded projects intended to serve the community;
and

WHEREAS, CARD has agreed to plant a minimum of twenty-seven (27) trees onsite as part of
the Aquatic Center project, with additional trees planned at other existing park sites, and continues
to meet the intent of the Tree Preservation Regulations through its ongoing commitment td
planting, maintaining, and enhancing trees throughout its district; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that CARD’s status as a public agency with an elected
governing board and its long-standing partnership with the City in providing park and recreation
services makes it appropriate and consistent with the intent of Chapter 16.66 to include CARD
among the entities exempt from its provisions; and

WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that exempting CARD from Chapter 16.66 will nof
diminish tree preservation goals given CARD’s demonstrated commitment to tree planting and
maintenance.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OR
CHICO, AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. Section 16.66.040(A) of the Chico Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as
follows:

16.66.040 Exemptions.
The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter:

A. Cemetery, public school, university, city property, and the Chico Area Recreation and
Park District; and

B. Tree work performed by public utilities in public utility easements or public rights of
way.

Section 2. CEQA. The City Council hereby finds that this ordinance is not a project within the
meaning of Section 15378 of the State CEQA Guidelines because it has no potential for resulting
in either a direct physical change in the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical
change in the environment. This ordinance simply amends the list of entities exempt from the
City’s Tree Preservation Regulations; it does not authorize any specific development activity. Each
CARD project will continue to be subject to independent CEQA review.

Section 3. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this
ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of thig
ordinance.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after the second
reading and adoption.

Section 5. Publication. The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance or a summary thereof
in a newspaper of general circulation published and circulated in the City within fifteen (15) days
after its passage.

INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 3rd day of March, 2026.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the _17th _ day of

March , 2026, by the following vote:
AYES: Goldstein, Hawley, O'Brien, van Overbeek, Winslow, Bennett, Reynolds
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

ABSTAINED: None
DISQUALIFIED: None
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ATTEST:

y /)
Y,
lbad i
Deborah R. Presson, City Clerk & Elections Official

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Ryan %ones %Feb 24, 2026 19:02:55 EST)

Ryan R. Jones, City Attorney*
*Pursuant to the Charter of the City of Chico, Section 906 (E)




