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3-16-20

ORDINANCE NO 31494

An ordinance amending Chapter 5lA, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as

amended," of the Dallas City Code by amending Sections 51A-7.1303,51A-7.1305, 51A-7.1306,

5lA-7 .1307, and 51A-7.1308; providing definitions and regulations for wallscape signs, A-frame

signs, cultural event or activity signs, and district identification signs; providing a penalty not to

exceed $2,000; providing a saving clause; providing a severability clause; and providing an

effective date.

WHEREAS, the city plan commission and the city council, in accordance with the Charter

of the City of Dallas, the state law, and the ordinances of the City of Dallas, have given the required

notices and have held the required public hearings regarding this amendment to the Dallas City

Code; Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That Subsection (a) of Section 5lA-7.l303, "Definitions," of Division 51A-

1.1300, "Provisions for Deep EllumA{ear East Side Sign District," of Article VII, "Sign

Regulations," of Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as amended,"

of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows:

"(a) In this division:

(1) A-ERAME SIGN means a premise sign that is a portable detached
structure that is hinsed at the ton and is made of durable. rieid materials such as wood. plastic.
or metal.

Q ARTWORK means any pictorial or image presentation or design

t(2) PAlNgn means a sign #ta
temperarily attaehed te a building er strueture, eanepy signs and pelitieal flags are net bar*rers,]
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(3) AWNING means a fabric or vinvl supported bv a metal structure.
which is applied to the face of a building. t
e€anepy-of-a\ffiiffg.J

(4) AWNING SIGN means a sien attached to. painted on. or otherwise applied
to an awning. I

l

(s) TION SIGN means
identifyine only this district.

(Q MARQUEE SIGN means a sign attached to, applied on, or supported by a
permanent canopy projecting over a pedestrian street entrance of a building, and consisting
primarily of changeable panels or words.

QI6l) PAINTED APPLIED SIGN means a sign that is painted" or that is made to
look oainted^ directlv onto the face of the facade of a buildins not includins doors and
windows. Signs of this type must naturally conform to the textured surface of the facade.

t
hlildin5l

GtTl) THIS DISTRICT means the Deep Ellum/Near East Side Sign District.

€t8l) WALLSCAPE SIGN means a sign meeting the requirements set forth in
Section 5 1 A-7. 1 3 06(e) t5+4-7,+3081.

G-qtgl) WINDOW SIGN means a sign painted or affixed onto a window."

SECTION 2. That Section 51A-7.1305, "Special Provisions for All Signs," of Division

51A-7.1300, "Provisions for Deep EllumA.Jear East Side Sign District," of Article VII, "Sign

Regulations," of Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as amended,"

of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows:

..SEC. 51A-7.1305. SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL SIGNS.

(a) Signs in this district are permitted to overhang the public right-of-way subject to
city franchising requirements.

(b) Except for wallscape siens" painted applied signs. and district identification sisns.
no sisn mav exceed 150 souare feet unless it is located more than 65 feet above srade- at which
point no sign may exceed 300 square feet.
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(g) Except as otherwise provided in Subsections ({)[(e)] and (Q[@)], the maximum
effective area of all signs combined on a premise, not including A-frame signs. painted applied
siens on certain facades. and district identification signs. is 10 percent of the total area of all
building facades facing public right-of-way that is adjacent to the not to
square feet. Where a premise has only one facade facing an adjacent public right-of-way. the

not to exceed 500

Gtel) Excluding A-frame signs" painted applied sips on certain facades. and district
identification signs. w[W]hen more than 50 percent of the total effective area of all signs combined
on a premise is devoted to artwork, and there is no wallscape sign on the premise, the maximum
effective area of all signs combined on a premise is 15 percent of the total area of all building
facades facing public right-of-way that is adjacent to the premise. not to exceed 1.400 square feet.
Where a oremise has onlv one facade facins an adiacent oublic risht-of-wav. the maximum

feet.

effective area can be to 20 percent ofthat facade. not to exceed 600 square feet.

(eld]) When there is a wallscape sign on the premise, the maximum effective area of all
signs combined on a premise is 90 percent of the total area of all building t"acades tbcing a public
right-of-way that is adjacent to the premise.

GIe]) Except for wallscape signs, all signs must be premise signs or convey a
noncommercial message.

GI{) Special purpose signs may be erected on a premise no more than twice [enee] each
calendar year. The maximum number of consecutive days that a special purpose sign may be
maintained is 45 [f5]. Special pumose signs may not exceed 10 percent of the facade to which
they are attached. Detached special purpose sisns are orohibited.

(htg]) The use of neon or single incandescent bulbs is permitted

O Dieital displavs are prohibited.

(thl) No portions of a sign other than the words themselves may be illuminated by back-
lighting.

Gt+D No portion of a sign may have a luminance greater than 200 footlamberts.

Gtil) The following materials are suggested, but not required, for signs in this district:

(1) Metal.

(2) Glass.

(3) Wood."
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SECTION 3. That Section 51A-7.1306, "Special Provisions for Attached Signs," of

Division 51A-7.1300, "Provisions for Deep EllumA.,lear East Side Sign District," of Article VII,

"Sign Regulations," of Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as

amended," of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows:

..SEC. 51A-7.1306. SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR ATTACHED SIGNS.

The regulations relating to the erection of attached signs in this district are hereby expressly
modified as follows:

(a) Attached signs in general.

(1) No portion of an attached sign may be located:

(A) more than 10 feet from the facade to which it is attached; or

(B) less than two feet from the back of a street curb.

(2) Although not required, the use of three-dimensional projecting attached
signs is encouraged.

(b) Culturat event or a tBann€+sl

(1) Cultural event or activity sisns teanne+sl are permitted in this district to
promote cultural events or activities happening within the district and within one-half mile of the
district.

Cultural event or activity signs are temnorary signs that may only he
displayed up to 45 days prior to the event or activity being promoted and must be removed no later
than 45 after the event or activity.

(f,) If the cultural event or activity has a sponsor, no more than 10 percent of
the effective area of a cultural event or activity sisn tthe-banner] may be utilized for sponsor
identification.

(4t3l) No portion of a cultural event or activit), sign tbaaner] may be used to
advertise a specific product or service other than the cultural event or activity.

(c) At nitg teanoBvl signs. Awnine t€anopyl signs must be flat attached, imprinted.
painted on the face of an awnins, or attached to and hanging from the bottom of an awnins fer

Signs hanging from the bottom of an awning must
meet the following requirements:

(2)
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SI must
ground surface when projecting over a private or public walkway.

(D Awning signs must projectno more than five feet into apublic right-of-way
and must project no closer than two feet from the face of the curb line without proiecting past the
edge of the awning. All necessary city licenses and permits must be obtained.

(d) Marquee signs.

(1) No premise may have more than one marquee sign.

(2) The length of a marquee sign must not exceed two-thirds of the length of
the facade to which it is attached.

(3) Marquee signs may incorporate moving patterns or bands of light, except
that the use of illumination to produce apparent motion of a visual image, such as expanding or
contracting shapes, rotation, or similar effects of animation, is prohibited.

(e) Window sign. No window sign may cover more than 25 percent of the window
surface area.

(0 Paintea aoptea sienq.

(]) On facades where less than 10 percent of the facade is comprised of
windows" painted applied signs may cover up to 40 percent of the facade.

Q No portion of a painted applied sign" on any facade. may cover a significant
decorative feature ofthe facade.

G) Wallscape sisns.

(1) Definitions. In this section,[;

(A) ise
si@

(E)l WALLSCAPE SIGN means ta+upergraphi€-+ien-€rl an attached
premise or non-premise sign on a mesh type surface or painted directly onto the face of a building.

(2) Visual display and coveraee

(A) A wallscape sign must have at least 84 percent of non-textual
graphic content (a maximum of l6 percent of the effective area of the sign may contain text).

(B) A wallscape sign must have a single message; it may not have
multiple messages or function as multiple signs.

(l) of 1
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(C) The lower 15 feet of the face may not be covered.

(3) Minimum effeetivq 3rga. Minimum effective area of a [A] wallscape sign
is 1.200 tmus+-exeeee+Sggl square feet.

(4) Location. The building to which a wallscape sign is attached or applied
must be more than 80 feet in height, and only those portions of a building covering at least 1,100
square feet in floor area may be used to determine the height of the building for the purpose of this
paragraph. No wallscape sign may be attached to a building or structure erected after June 1,2005.

(5) Number of signs permitted. and spacins requirement. One wallscape per
face is permitted in this district. The signs may be spaced immediately adjacent to each other on
different faces of the building.

(6) Removal of wallscape sign. If a wallscape sign is proposed that will be
painted onto the face of a building, the applicant must provide a bond in the amount of the cost of
removal of the wallscape sign, that provides that the wallscape sign will be removed within 30
days of the expiration of the permitted message duration.

(7) Sign permit application review. All applications for sign permits for
wallscape signs shall be reviewed using the director procedure in Division 51A-7.500.

(8) removal in 120+81. All wallscape signs must be removed
on or before July I,2030 t20+8]. This section does not confer a nonconforming or vested right to
maintain a wallscape sign after July 1, 2030 [20++], and all permits authorizing wallscape signs
shall automatically expire on that date.

(9) Sunset. This section expires on July I,2030 [2O18], unless reenacted with
amendment prior to that date. The city plan commission and city council shall review this section
prior to its expiration date.

(b) nistrict iaentincatl .

(]) Recosnizing the historical. cultural. artistic, and architectural importance
and significance of this district to the citizens of the City of Dallas. the provisions in this subsection

to and enhance the di and to

Q) is no limit to the number of attached district identification sisns."There
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SECTION 4. That Section 5lA-7.1307, "Special Provisions for Detached Signs," of

Division 51A-7.1300, "Provisions for Deep EllumA.{ear East Side Sign District," of Article VII,

"Sign Regulations," of Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as

amended," of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows:

..SEC. 51A-7.1307. SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR DETACHED SIGNS.

The regulations relating to the erection of detached signs in this district are hereby
expressly modihed as follows:

(l) No premise having an attached sign of any type, except for cultural event or
activitv sisns- snecial nurnose si or district identification sisns [banners], may have a detached
sign. except for A-frame si
established in 51 A-7.1 305(c)- 51 A-7 .1i05(d) or 51A-7.1305(e)- is reduced bv 25 oercent for each
detached sign located on the premise not to exceed a total reduction of 75 percent of the maximum
effective area. Where the nremise has onlv one facins an adiacent nublic risht-of-wav. the

be reduced 75

(2) A premise t+hat_-has

] may have no more than one detached sign along each street
frontage.

(3) No detached sign support may be located in the public right-of-way.

g) AAame siens.

Only one A-frame sign is permitted for each business use.

The maximum size of an A-frame sign is 32 inches wide and 36
inches tall.

An A-frame sisn mav onlv be displaved when the business it
identifies is open

(D) A-frame sisns may be located on the sidewalk if a minimum of four
feet of unobstructed si area is orovided and all necessarv citv licenses and permits have

(A)

G)

(e)

been obtained.

(E) A-frame sisns mav not be located within 25 feet of an intersection
or within a vi litv triansle.

6) the historical
and architectural importance and sisnificance of this districtto the citizens of the Cit)' of Dallas.
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afe tailored to
district

!\) The maximum number of district identification signs is nine.

G) Exceot as otherwrse in this parasraph. district
identihcation signs may only be located in or over and span across the rights-of-way at the
followine locations:

o Four of the district identification sisns are limited to 1.000
square feet in effective area and may be located at any of the following locations:

{aa) Alone Hall Street. between Crutcher Street and Elm

&b) Main Street & Deep Ellum Trailhead.

Gd Exposition Avenue & lst Avenue.

G{) Malcolm X Boulevard & Hall Street.

GO Elm Street & Interstate-345.

CD Four other district identification signs are limited to 250
square feet in effective area and may be located at any of the previously stated locations that do
not alreadv have a district identification sisn or at any of the followine locations:

Street.

Laa) Canton Street & Henry Street.

&U Main Street & Malcolm X Boulevard.

Gq) Main Street & Good-I ,atimer Exnressway,

The final district identification sign is limited to 250 square
feet in effective area and mav he located at anv location within the district that does not alreadv

cii)

have a district identification sisn.

(s) Minimum clearance for a district identification sien located in or
over and soannins across a risht-of-wav must be determined bv the director before a district
identification sisn permit rnay be issued and all necessary city licenses and permits are obtained.

(D) A district identification sign that is located over and spanning across
a right-of-way mav not resemble or obstruct traffic control devices.
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(E) A district identification sign may not be located in or visually
obstruct a visibilitv triansle as defined in the visual obstructions resulations in Section 51A-
4.602(.d\."

SECTION 5. That Section 51A-7.1308, "Parking Ad Signs," of Division 51A-7.1300,

"Provisions for Deep EllumA{ear East Side Sign District," of Article VII, "Sign Regulations," of

Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as amended," of the Dallas City

Code is amended to read as follows:

"sEC. 51A-7.1308. COMMERICIAL PARKING LOTS IASSIGNSI.

For commercial parking lots. one sign is permitted for each street frontage. Commercial
narkino lot sisns are limited to 20 sorrare feet ln effecfive area nnrT 15 feef in heioht

t(1)
si ion.

Q, een+en#

(A) Pilrkine ad siens may di

(B) Partcing ad signs must

€) Parldng ad signs mu ion

(D) Parking ad siens mBst d

(3) Leeatie+

(A) Partcing ad signs may o
ing-use,

(E) Parking ad si^ns may en

g) Siee+nr#effee+ive-area,

(A) Parking ad signs may n

(B) Partingftd signs may net
ir*e+e*
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@irr€+eft

seure,e

(6) tnnds€apine r'ets with parking ad

€) Numb€+;

(A) r ets with parkine ad si ign;

(B) A ma>rimum ef 20 pft

(8) HB4.pr€hi*ion
s€ns;

p) M ir€
ion

Q^*+^*L^- 1 Onl <
uvyrvruuvr L) -vLJ

(14) Sunse*
ion

p+ie+teits.expi+atien-J "

SECTION 6. That a person violating a provision of this ordinance, upon conviction, is

punishable by a fine not to exceed $2,000.

SECTION 7. That Chapter 5lA of the Dallas City Code shall remain in full force and

effect, save and except as amended by this ordinance.

SECTION 8. That any act done or right vested or accrued, or any proceeding, suit, or

prosecution had or commenced in any action before the amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or

part thereof, shall not be affected or impaired by amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or part

thereof, and shall be treated as still remaining in full force and effect for all intents and purposes

as if the amended or repealed ordinance, or part thereof, had remained in force.
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SECTION 9. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are

governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter I of the Dallas City Code, as amended.

SECTION 10. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage

and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is

accordingly so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM

CHRISTOPHER J. CASO, Interim City Attorney

B
Assistant Attorney

Passed MAR252020

SPSD 134-003(Deep EllumA.,lear East Side Sign District Amendment) - Page I I



49 4 2 0 05 1 7
H PD

97
PD
98

R-7.s(A)

PD

-2(L)

134

PD
245

PD
t7t

CHNO(A)
MF-3(A)

PD
1002

l- r/

PD
749 997

:

IR

fr
U

PD
358

NIU-1

PD

I}I

PD
841

SIIP
697

1

7

PD
87t

PD
32{t

1.14,400
ZONING MAP

sPsD134-003Gase no

10t4t20'19
Date:



? 0 05 1 7

PROOF OF PUBLICATION - LEGAL ADVERTISING

The legal advertisement required for the noted ordinance was published in
the Dallas Morning News, the official newspaper of the city, as required by
law, and the Dallas City Charter, Chapter XVIII, Section 7.

DATE ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL IIAR 2 6 2|i2A

ORDINANCE NUMBER 31494

DATE PUBLISHED MAR rS 2020

ATTESTED BY:

OFFICE OF CITY SECRETARY
S :\PROOF OF PUBLICATION.docx


