
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9844 (NEW SERIES) 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE TO DEFINE 
AND REGULATE CARGO CONTAINERS 

 
The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the following 
amendments will provide a necessary update to the Zoning Ordinance.  Changes are 
being proposed in order to ensure that cargo containers are compatible with 
surrounding land uses and the community’s character.   
 
 Section 2.  Section 1110 Definitions (C) of the San Diego County Zoning 
Ordinance is hereby amended to add the definition "Cargo Container" to read as 
follows: 
 
Cargo Container:  Any portable, reusable container generally referred to as a sea cargo 
container or cargo container and primarily designed or used for transporting freight by 
commercial transportation.  When used for any purpose other than transporting freight a 
Cargo Container is a structure. 
 
 Section 3.  Section 6162 is hereby added to the Zoning Ordinance to read as 
follows: 
 
6162 CARGO CONTAINERS 
 
a. No cargo container shall be allowed in any area designated as a 

Historic/Archaeological Landmark or District or an area designated as a Special 
Historic District, except as provided in Section d and e below. 

 
b. A cargo container may be allowed in areas zoned for residential and agricultural 

uses if it meets the following restrictions: 
 

1. It is located on property so as to comply with all building setbacks. 
 
2. It is only used for storage. 
 
3. There is a legal primary use on the property where it is located. 
 
4. There are no violations of the Zoning Ordinance or the San Diego County 

Code of Regulatory Ordinances on the property where it is located. 
 
5. The exterior is painted a solid color pursuant to a list of colors approved by 

the Director and the color selected matches as closely as possible with the 
surrounding natural environment. 

 
6. The square footage of the cargo container when added to the square 

footage of accessory structures on the property does not exceed the 
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maximum allowable square footage for accessory structures under section 
6156 g. 

 
7. On sites where the primary use of the property is residential the following 

additional restrictions shall apply:  
 

(i) A cargo container shall only be allowed if it is not visible from any 
roadway that runs along the parcel. 

 
(ii) On sites of less than 2 acres of net lot area: (A) the footprint of a 

cargo container shall not exceed 320 square feet in area, (B) only 
one cargo container is allowed and (C) the total time the site can 
have a cargo container located on it during any 5 year period is 180 
days. 

 
c. A cargo container may be allowed in areas zoned for commercial and industrial 

uses for storage purposes only if there is a legal primary use on the property 
where it is located and required parking is not impacted. 

 
d. Cargo containers are allowed on private property in all zones temporarily to store 

building materials and/or construction tools during construction pursuant to an 
active building permit. 

 
e. Notwithstanding Section 6852, a cargo container that was lawfully on private 

property before April 18, 2007 may be allowed to continue as a nonconforming 
use for two years.  This section shall not be construed to authorize any cargo 
container that was illegally placed, maintained or used before the effective date 
of this paragraph. 

 
 Section 4.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty 
(30) days after the date of its passage, and before the expiration of fifteen (15) days 
after its passage, a summary shall be published once with the names of the members 
voting for and against the same in the Daily Commerce, a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the County of San Diego. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of April, 2007. 
 


