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3-7-23

ORDINANCE NO 3?407

An ordinance amending Chapter 32,"Parks and Water Reservoirs," of the Dallas City Code by

amending Article IV, "White Rock Lake and Bachman Lake Reservoirs"; providing that the

director of park and reueation has jurisdiction over White Rock Lake and Bachman Lake;

providing regulations for watercraft allowed on the lakes; providing a penalty not to exceed $500;

providing a saving clause; providing a severability clause; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ORDAINE,D BY THE CITY COLTNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That Article IV, "White Rock Lake and Bachman Lake Reservoirs," of

Chapter 32, ,,parks and Water Reservoirs," of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows:

"ARTICLE IV.
WHITE ROCK LAKE AND BACHMAN LAKE

RESERVOIRS.

Division 1. GenerallY.

sEC. 32-32. JURISDICTION OF PARK
TO PRIMARY RIGHT

AND TION BOARD SUBJECT
OFD WATER

tl

The jurisdiction of the park and recreation board over the White Rock Lake property and

the Bachman,s Dam property rtrutt U. subject to the primary right of Dallas Water Utilities [the

lio utilize it foiwaterworks purposes andthe park and reueationboard

stratt in no way interfere with the exercise of the right in the event that it becomes expedient and

necessary to again devote those properties for the use of waterworks pu{poses. Any building on

the respectivelites owned and operated by Dallas [+he] wfw]ater Utilities [depa#men+] shall

continue to be at the disposal of Dallas Water Utilities I@ at all times.
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sEC. 32-33. AUTHORTTY OF CITY POLICE ON [RESER\rerRl PROPERTY.

Any police officer of the city shall have authority to arrest any person on any property

owned and used by the city for recreational or water supply trese+'seir] purposes for violation of
any of the provisions of this article.

sEC.32-34. POWERS AND DUTIES OF PARK AND RECREATION
DIRECTOR I
G+I[ER+IJ#I.

The and or the

t ] subject to the control and direction of the park and recreation

board,t@]shallhavefullchargeandcontrolofthewatersofthelakes
t+ese+rreirsl and grounds of White Rock and Bachman Lakeq, and [it] shall have the right tbe*is
du+y] at all times to command and preserve the peace and patrol such waters and grounds or to
cause the same to be done for the purpose of enforcing obedience and strict compliance upon the

part of any person with the terms, provisions, and conditions of this article and all other provisions

of this code, laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of the city relating to the waters of White

Rock and Bachman Lakes tneses*eir] and the grounds adjacent thereto t@
the vielatien ef any previsien ef this eede er ether erdinanee ef the eity].

SEC. 32.35. DISTURBING TREES AND SHRUBS; GATHERING PECANS.

It shall be unlawful for any person to disturb any of the shrubbery or trees and particularly

the pecan trees growing upon the lands adjacent to White Rock and included within [+he] White

Rock tfake-+esesreirl and Bachman Lakeq Incses*ei+1. It shall be unlawful for any person to

thrash, throw sticks into, or otherwise disturb pecan trees and it shall be unlawful for any person

to gather pecans from the trees growing upon such premises; except, that persons may pick up

from the ground pecans that have fallen thereon.

SEC. 32-36. COMMERCIAL VEHICLES PROHIBITED; SPEED LIMIT OF
VEHICLES.

No commercial vehicles or trucks shall be permitted to go upon or travel over the driveways

and roads located on the grounds of White Rock and Bachman Lakes that are constructed and

maintained as part of the facilities of the gronnds in their use as a public park, No motor driven

vehicle or automobile shall travel at a greater rate of speed than the speed limits posted on standard

traffic signs in or upon such driveways maintained in the use of such park grounds.

sEC. 32-37. SEINING FOR MINNOWS.

It shall be unlawful for any person to seine for minnows or use a seine for any purpose

within the waters of White Rock tlrkel or Bachman Lakes tDnsal'
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sEC. 32-38. RESERVED. I

It shatt be mta\ilfut for

minn;
ef sueh fish h*tihery, may take fish therefrem fer th€ prirpese ef suppb-ing any wat€rs belenging

ie*l

SEC. 32.39. SWIMMING.

It shall be unlawful for any person to swim or bathe in the waters of White Rock and

Bachman Lakes.

Division 2. Operation of Boats.

sEC. 32-40. EQUIPMENT PROHIBITED ON THE WATER.

(a) A person commits an offense if he takes a surfboard, iet ski. ta-sailuear4] water

skis, or other similar device on the waters of White Rock tl'ake] or Bachman Lakeq. City

Departments have the authority to use jet skis or other similar devices on the waters to address an

emergency.

(b) Except as provided in this section. a[A] person commits an offense if he operates a

boat by tn"anr of a motor having a commercial- power rating in excess of 10.5 H.P' on the waters

of White Rock tlrkel or Bachman Lakeg.

(c) It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a) or (b) that the person was

participating in a special recreational event authorized in writing by the park and recreation board.

(d) It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (b) that the person was a city

employee operating a motorboat in the scope of his or her employment.

Rescue boats utilized bv the Dallas Fire- Deoartment and the Dallas PoliceG)
Deoartment use a motor as determined bv them on waters of White Rock or

Bachman Lakes

(0 Rescue boats utilizcd bv authorized users under a formal city agreement may use a

motor ha a commercial oower ns of 60 H.P. on wa of White Rock or T.akes.

sEC. 32-41. SANITARY REQUIREMENTS GENERALLY.

All persons using and operating a boat in the waters of the lakes [rese+veirs] shall do so in

such a manner as to not create an unsanitary condition in or about such waters, and not to pollute

such water or make them unwholesome or unfit for use. It shall be unlawful for any person to

swimorwashanyarticleofanycharacterinthewatersof[@]White
Rock llake] and Bachman Lakeq, or throw or place or deposit any trash, urine, excrement, or filth
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of any kind in waters of such lakes [reseruei+s], or to deposit or throw any substance of any kind
in such waters which will pollute or is likely to pollute the waters of such lakes [+esenei*s], and

all such persons shall obey all sanitary regulations and provisions contained in this code regulating

the use of such waters and ground.

sE,C.32-42. PROHIBITION OF BOATS TO SUPPRESS EPIDEMIC.

The city council shall at all times have full power and authority to prohibit the use and

operation of any and all boats in the waters of the lakes [reservei+s] should it become necessary,

in the opinion of the city council, to do so for the purpose of suppressing and arresting any

epidemic or any contagious or infectious disease or whenever, in the opinion of the city council,
the use and operation of boats in such waters should be discontinued for any reason

whatever. Subject to such control and supervision, the lakes trcsen*eirs] shall be controlled and

maintained for recreational purposes by the park and recreation board.

sEC.32-43. USE OF BOAT TJNDER INFLUENCE OF INTOXICANTSI;
FORPETTURS eF rreENS l.

It shall be unlawful for any person to go upon the waters of White Rock and [take-er]
Bachman Lakeq or to [+ide-i+eren-er] operate a boat upon such waters while under the influence
ofliquororintoxicatingbeveragesofanycharacter.[

Ml
sEC.32-44. SPECIAL RECREATIONAL EVENTS.

On certain occasions and for the purpose of recreational and sports events at White Rock

tlake] or Bachman Lakeg, the park and recreation board may authorizethe use of water equipment

and motorboats that are otherwise prohibited by Section 32-40. This special use shall be under the

supervision of the director of the park and recreation department.

sEC.32-45. MANNER OF OPERATION GENERALLY.

Every person using or operating a boat of any character or description upon the waters of
the lakes tresenreir*] shall use and operate the same in careful and prudent manner, so as not to
collide or come in contact with any other boat being used or operated in such waters, and so as to
avoid accident and injury to any person or damage to property. Failure to use and operate any boat

in such waters in a careful and prudent manner and so as to avoid accident and injury to persons

or damage to property is an offense.

sEC.32-46 RESERVED. tw
t

be fixed by the superintendent ef White Rsek and indieated by the "rr*mber impressed upen the

tieense ptate by strch
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eaffy mefe passengers in any beat than the ma)dmnm nt#nbef fixed fer sueh boat b the

superiffil

sEC.32-47. LIFE PRESERVERS; LIGHTS; MUFFLERS; SPEED.

(d must be Parks &
regulations regarding life preserving devices. mvery beat ef every k ien

usi@l
(b) All motorboats or boats propelled by motors in the waters of White Rock Lake must

be equipped with lights according to United States government regulations. All rowboats,

sailboats, or other watercraft must have a light on some part thereof. The lights on such boats must

be operated after sunset so that the same are visible for a distance of one-half mile.

G) tpeatine is prehibite l All motorboats

must be equipped with mufflers on the exhausts. The park and recreation board shall have

authorization to establish safety zones and speed limits by the placing of buoys wherever deemed

advisable for the safety of all water participants and it shall hereafter be unlawful for a speed boat

or motorboat to go or travel within the designated areas plainly marked by buoys or shorelines and

at a speed greater than five miles per hour. Motorboats or speed boats in coming to the docks or
landing places must slow down to five miles per hour.

G) Boatins is orohi from sundown to sunuo on Bachman ,ake- unless under a
formal city agreement.

sEC.32-48. SEAWORTHINESS GENERALLY; IMPOUNDING LOOSE
BOATS.

@ It shall be unlawful for any person to place, keep, and use any watercraft of any

desuiption on the waters of the lakes [rese+.*ei+s] if such craft is not seaworthy. If any such craft
is, in the opinion of the officer enforcing the terms of this article, unseaworthy, he may bar the use

of such unseaworthy craft until the same is reconditioned.

(b) All boats, of every kind and description, that are not anchored or are loose shall be

impoundedinaccordancewiththeprovisionsofthisarticle.I
Irf

such boat is not redeemed or retrieved within 30 days tt$'r€-{#e€ks] after such impounding, it shall

be disoosed of in with Division 2. "Sale of Unclaimed and S Pronertv." of Article
ll "of ll

l
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SEC. 32-49. SIRENS.

14) Except as provided in this section. i[I]t shall be unlawful for any person or persons

to equip a motorboai with a siren and to use such siren on the waters of White Rock and Bachman

Lakeg.

(b) Rescue boats may be equipped with sirens.

SEC.32-50. CATCHING FISH FOR SALE.

No person shall use or operate a boat of any kind or description in the waters of the lakes

treserveirsi for the pulpose of catching and taking fish, [er] game. or other wildlife for market or

iale. This shall nof apply to persons authorized by contract by the park and recreation board to

remove rough fish under the supervision of the director of park and recreation tsuperi*enee*-ef
White Reek take] when such persons are licensed by the state fish and game commission to

remove rough fish.

SEC. 32.5I. DESIGNATION OF AREA FOR ANCHORING SAILBOATS.

14) Except as provided in this section. a[A]ll sailboats on White Rock Lake, in the city,

shall be anchored only at the following location, or part thereof, on the shore of White Rock Lake:

Beginning at the Garland Highway and following the meanderings of the lake for a distance

of 3.5 miles to the south point. The south point as designated herein is .7 mile from the north

point; and the north point, is designated and referred to herein, is 1.2 miles from the highway. The

area herein referred to between the south and north points is commonly referred to and known as

Big Thicket Bay.

ft) and

the that at

l

sEc. 32-52. RESERVED. ITNSPE€TION AND APP
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sEC.32-53. IMPOUNDMENT FOR LACK OF LICENSE; RE,DEMPTION.

sEC.32-54. DISPOSITION OF IMPOUNDED BOATS FOR NORMAL SALES

TO REDEEM.

(4) If the owner shall not redeem a boat impounded in accordance with this article

within 30 davs ttr#e--{#e€ksI from the date of it being impounded, the director of parks and

recreation or the director's designee tsuperiffil shall cause the impounded

to be disposed of in accordance with Division 2. "Sale of Unclaimed Surolus It

boat
IV il ,t

amended. I

il I the

shall

G) If the owner of an imPounded boat shall desire to redeem the same after the

expiration of 30 days ttwe+eeks] as set out above, but before the final sale is made, he may do so

by securing [ef] a state-issued license for the then

current year, and the payment of all costs of sale
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boat the state-issued licenses tme+al-pla*e] required by the terms of this article. The city shall not

be liable for any damage s in connection with the sale of any boat I

mannerJxe+ide#in-this.seetien]."

SECTION 2. That a psrson violating a provision of this ordinance, upon conviction, is

punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.

SECTION 3. That Chapter 32 of the Dallas City Code shall remain in full force and effect,

save and except as amended by this ordinance.

SECTION 4. That any act done or fght vested or accrued, or any proceeding, suit, or

prosecution had or commenced in any action before the amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or

part thereof, shall not be affected or impaired by amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or part

thereof, and shall be treated as still remaining in full force and effect for all intents and purposes

as if the amended or repealed ordinance, or part thereof, had remained in force.

SECTION 5. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are

governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter 1 of the Dallas City Code, as amended.

SECTION 6. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage

and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is

accordingly so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

TAMMY L. PALOMINO, Interim City Attorney

B
Assistant A

Passed MAR 0I 2023
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION - LEGAL ADVERTISING

The legal advertisement required for the noted ordinance was published in
the Dallas Morning News, the official newspaper of the city, as required by
law, and the Dallas City Charter, Chapter XVI[, Section 7.

DATE ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL MAR 0I 2023

ORDINANCE NUMBER 3?40 7

DATE PUBLISHED MAR I 1 2023

ATTESTED BY:

OFFICE OF CITY SECRETARY
Z:\PROOF OF PUBLICATION.docx

.1.. , r- :'..-.::r':


