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An ordinance amending Chapter 3l, "Offenses - Miscellaneous," of the Dallas City Code by

amending Section 3l-27; adding definitions; providing that both factors must be considered when

determining whether a person has manifested the purpose and intent of inducing, enticing,

sgliciting, or procuring another to commit an act of prostitution; organizing the section to make

the language clearer; providing an affirmative defense to prosecution; providing a penalty not to

exceed $500; providing a saving clause; providing a severability clause; and providing an effective

date. Now, Therefore,

BEIT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COI.INCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION l. That Section 3l-27, "Manifesting thc Purposc of Engaging in Prostitution,"

of Article I, "General," of Chapter 31, "Offenses - Miscellaneous," of the Dallas City Code is

amended to read as follows:

"sEC.3l-27. MANIFESTING
PROSTITUTION.

THE PURPOSE OF ENGAGING IN

(a) In this section:
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PROSTITUTE OR
within the

PROSTITUTION has the meanins siven that term in the Texas Penal Code

PUBLIC PLACE has the meanins si that term in the Texas Penal Code

A LOCATION FREOUENTED BY PERSONS WHO ENGAGE IN

arrestine officer. been convicted of prostitution. promotion of prostitution. or compelling
or tute or

prostitution.

0)
to the

Q)

G)

g)

or

PROSTITUTION OR LICITATION OF PROSTITUTION means a sranhic area identified
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(b) A person commits an offense if the person. while thslei+ersl in a public place,

manifests lin a manner and under eireumstariees manifesting] the purpose and intent of inducing,
enticing, soliciting, or procuring another to commit an act of prostitution.

(g) The following factors must t l be considered

when [i+] determining whether has manifested
enticins. solicitine- or Drocurins another to commit an act of orostitution tsusPpuryes+is
manifes+edl:

(!) that the tsueh] person is a known prostitute or panderer or is in a location
frequented b)' persons who engase in prostitution or solicitation of prostitution: andb]

(A either:

(1\) repeatedly beckons to, stops or attempts to stop, or engages passers-

by in conversation;[er]

(D repeatedly stops or attempts to stop motor vehicle operators by
hailing, waving of arms, or any other bodily gesture: or[d

(C) repeatedly interferes with the free passage of other persons.

(d) A peace officer may not [Ne] arrest a person tsha+t+e-made] for a violation of this

[sub]section unless the [arres+ing] officer has qiven the tfi+s*affurds*ueh] person an opportunity
to explain the person's tsu€h] conductr ien

l.

G) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section if the explanation siven
the arresting officer under Subsection (d) is true and disclo a lawful DurDose.

t(b) Fer the eureese ef thi

ion'

(e) ie*1"

SECTION 2. That a person violating a provision of this ordinance, upon conviction, is

punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.

SECTION 3. That Chapter 31 of the Dallas City Code shall remain in full force and effect,

save and except as amended by this ordinance.
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SECTION 4. That any act done or right vested or accrued, or any proceeding, suit, or

prosecution had or commenced in any action before the amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or

part thereof, shall not be affected or impaired by amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or part

thereof, and shall be treated as still remaining in full force and effect for all intents and purposes

as if the amended or repealed ordinance, or part thereof, had remained in force.

SECTION 5. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are

governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter I of the Dallas City Code, as amended.

SECTION 6. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage

and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is

accordingly so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

TAMMY L. PALOMINO, Interim City Attorney

By
Assistant City Attorney

ocT I I 2023
Passed
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION - LEGAL ADVERTISING

The legal advertisement required for the noted ordinance was published in
the Datlas Morning News, the official newspaper of the city, as required by
law, and the Dallas City Charter, Chapter XVI[, Section 7.

DATE ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL
ocT 1 I 2023

ORDINANCE NUMBER 3?57 4

DATE PUBLISHED ocT 1 4 2023

ATTESTED BY:

OFFICE OF CITY SECRETARY
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