General Assistance

TEXT OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE

PROPOSITION V
[Reforming General Assistance Program] FRANCISCO'S GENERAL ASSISTANCE County of Sen Francisco;
AMENDING SAN FRANCISCO ADMINIS- PROGRAM. Section 1, Findings,
TRATIVECODEBY AMENDING SECTIONS  NOTE: Additions or substitutions are indicated ~ The people of the City and County of San
20.56.8, 20.58.1, 20.59.10, AND 20.59.16 AND by bold fuce type; deletions are indi-  Francisco find that existing regulations in the
ADDING SECTION 20.56.14 TO REFORM cited by strike-out-type, General Assistance program do not adequately
THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN Be it ordained by the People of the City und  provide for stringent fraud prevention and cost

(Cavbiviwvad o rawd page)

Arguments printed on this page are the opinion of the authors and have not been checked for accuracy by any officlal agency.

185



LEGAL TEXT OF PROPOSITION V (Continued)

control. Accordingly, the people find that it is in
the City’s best interest to institute new regula-
tions which will help achieve these goals and at
the same time ensure that the legitimate necds of
the residents of San Francisco are met.

1. The City should establish a fingerprint sys-
tem that (a) will help prevent persons from un-
lawfully obtaining multiple aid payments, and
(b) can be conducted in a confidential manner
protecting individual rights.

2. At present, a person applying for aid in San
Francisco is eligible to receive General Assis-
tance merely by being present and stating his or
her intent to remain in San Francisco. Establish-
ing a 15.day residency requirement, the maxi-
mum allowed by law, will make San Francisco's
requirements consistent with the requircments
existing in surrounding counties, ,

3, Atpresent, aid recipients who fail to comply
with program requirements are sanctioned for a
period of 14 days. Changing the sanction period
to 30 days will meke San Francisco's regulation
consistent with the regulations in surrounding
counties,

4, Currently the penaltics imposed against a
pérson who receives aid through fraud are no
different from the penalties imposed against a
person who merely fails to comply with program
requirements. Moreover, a person who repeat-
edly obtains aid through fraud receives no
stronger sanction than an inability to apply for
aid for 14 days. The new regulations will enable
the City to impose a series of progressive sanc-
tions against persons who repeatedly commit

" these acts of fraud.

5. Presently the City is unable to reduce grants
for a period of more than six months in order 1o
recover overpayments of aid, Consequently, the
City is unable to fully recover amounts overpaid
inmost cases. The new regulations will eliminate
the six month time limit and allow for full recov-
ery of overpayments,

Section 2, The San Francisco Administrative
Code is hereby amended by amending Sections
20.56.8, 20.56.11, 20.58.1, 20.59.10, and
20.59.16 to read as follows:

SEC. 20.56.8 RESIDENCY REQUIRE-
MENT. Résidence in the City and County of San
Francisco for fifteen (15) continuous days, prior
to the time of appllcatlon, is a requirement of
eligibility for General Assistance, No aid shall be
paid until such residence is verificd, except as
provided in Section 20.57.4, Residence in the City
and County of San Francisco is established by
physical presence and intent to reside in the City
and County of San Francisco which is satisfacto-
rily substantiated by the applicant or recipient.

SECTION 20.58.1. FAILURE TO SATISFY
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTINUING ELI-
GIBILITY. Recipients who fail to comply with
applicable provisions of this ordinance and the
regulations promuigated thercunder may have
their aid withheld, decrensed or discontinued as
set forth in Department regulations.
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the case of
discontinuance of a recipient, the recipient shall
be unable 1o reapply for a period of at least twe
weeks thirty days from the effective date of
discontinuance, provided that the Department

affords the reclplent all due process to which

the reclpient is entitled under statutory. and
other law.,

SEC. 20.59.10 FAIR ADMINTSTRATION
DISCLOSURES; OVERPAYMENT. The De-
partment shall administer this program fairly to
the end that all eligible persons who apply for
assistance shall receive aid promptly, with due
consideration for the needs of the applicant/re-
cipient and the safeguard of public funds,

(a) Any applicant for, or recipient or payee of,
aid under this Chapter shall be informed as to the
provisions of eligibility and his or her responsi-

. bility for reporting facts material to a correct

determination of eligibility, continuing eligibil-
ity and grant,

(b) Any applicant for, or recipient or payee of,
aid under this Chapter shall be responsible for

reporting accurately and completely- all facts

required of him or her pursuant to Subdivision
(a) and for reporting promptly any changes in
those facts,

(c) Any person who makes full and complclc
disclosure of those facts as explained to him or
her pursuant to Subdivision (a) is entitled to rely

‘upon the aid granted as being accurate, and the

warrant he or she receives as correctly reflecting
the grant award except as provided in Subdivi-
sion (d), (e), (f).

(d) Overpayment due to administrative error or
negligent failure to report facts required by this
Article or dcpnrtmenl rcgulauons may be ad-

recouped In ac-
cordance with the provisions of Section
20.55.2(m) governing recoupment In the ab-
sence of reciplent fraud, until collected In full,
following discovery of overpayment.

(¢) Overpayment due to false statement or
representation or by Impersonation or other
fraudulent device or by Intentional fallure to
report fucts misrepresentation-ef-information
reqquired by this Article or department regulations
shall be adjusted-over-a-three-month-period re-
couped In accordance with the provisions of
Scetlon 20,55.2(m) governing recoupment
upon an administrative determination of re-
ciplent fraud, untlt cotlected In full, following
discovery of overpayment,

(f) Overpayment due to false statement or
representation or by Impersonation or other
fraudulent device or by Intentional fallure to
report fucts witlful-failure-te-report as required
inthisSeotionorfruud by this Artlcle or depart-
ment regulations shall result in immediate
discontinuance of aid subject to fair hearing pro-
cedures in Article VII of this Chapter, The case
shall be referred to the Special Investigation Unit
of the Depurtment of Socinl Services, Any uid
granted under such circumstances shall be offset

against any future aid as set forth in Section
20.55.2(m)

SEC. 20.59.16 FRAUD IN OBTAINING
AID. Whenever any person has, by means of
false statement or representation or by im-
personation or other fraudulent device, or by
Intentlonal faflure to report facts required by
this Artlcle or department regulations, ob-
tained aid under this Chapter, the matter shall be
referred to the District Attorney’s office for ap-
propriate action.

Further, upon the first discontinuance of
ald within a twenty-four month perlod due to
folse statement or representation or by im-
personation or other fraudulent device, or by
Intentional fallure to report facts required by
the Article or department regulations, an ap-
plicant or reciplent shall be unable to reapply
for ald for a perlod of thirty days.

Upon the sccond such discontinuance
within a twenty-four month perlod, the appli-
cant or reclpicntshall be unable toreapply for
ald for a perlod of sixty days.

Upon the third, or addltional, such discon-
tinuance within a twenty-four month period,
the appllcant or reciplent shall be unable to
reapply for ald for a period of ninety days,

Section 3. The San Francisco Administrative
Code is hereby amended as follows by adding
section 20.56.14 to read as follows:

SEC 20.56.14 FINGERPRINT INFORMA-
TION. For the purpose preventing multiple
ald payments to the same person, the Depart-
ment may require that applicants and reclpl-
ents provide fingerprints as a condition of

_eligibllity or continulng eliglbllity, subject to

such procedures and regulations as the De-
partment may adopt. Follure to cooperate
with the fingerprint procedures provides
grounds for denlal or discontinuance of ald.

Such fingerprints are subject to all applica-
ble state and federal laws and regulations re-
garding the confidenttality of informatlon of
appllcants for,or recipientsof, pubtle beneflts,

Scction 4, By adopting this ordinance, the peo-
ple of the City and County of San Francisco do
not intend to limit or in any way curtail any
powers the Board of Supervisors may exercise to
amend, repeal or otherwise alter this ordinance
or any provision of this ordinance,

Section 5. Severability,

If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or
word of this ordinance be for any reason declared
unconstitutional or invalid or ineffective by any
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision
shall not affect the validity or the effectiveness
of the remaining portions of this ordinance or any
part thereof. The voters hereby declare that they
would have ndopted this ordinance notwithstand-
ing the unconstitutionality, invalidity, or ineffec-
tiveness of any one or more of its subsections,
sentences, clauses, phrases, or words. 0



