






SEC. 3011. AMENDMENT OF ORDINANCE.
Except as limited in Section 3003(b)(4) and as limited by Article 

XIII C of the California Constitution, the Board of Supervisors may 
amend or repeal this Article 30 by ordinance without a vote of the 
people.
SEC. 3012. EFFECT OF STATE AND FEDERAL AUTHORIZA-
TION.

To the extent that the City’s authorization to impose or collect any 
tax imposed under this Article 30 is expanded or limited as a result of 
changes in state or federal statutes, regulations, or other laws, or judi-
cial interpretations of those laws, no amendment or modification of this 
Article shall be required to conform the taxes to those changes, and the 
taxes are hereby imposed in conformity with those changes and the Tax 
Collector shall collect them to the full extent of the City’s authorization 
up to the full amount and rate of the taxes imposed under this Article.
SEC. 3013. SEVERABILITY.

(a) Except as provided in Section 3013(b), if any section, subsec-
tion, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Article 30, or the appli-
cation thereof to any person or circumstance, is for any reason held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this Article, including the application of such portions to 
other persons or circumstances. The People of the City and County 
of San Francisco hereby declare that, except as provided in Section 
3013(b), they would have adopted each section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase, and word of this Article not declared invalid or uncon-
stitutional without regard to whether any other portion of this Article 
would be subsequently declared invalid or unconstitutional.

(b) If the imposition of the Cannabis Business Tax in Section 3003 
is held in its entirety to be facially invalid or unconstitutional in a final 
court determination, the remainder of this Article 30 shall be void and 
of no force and effect, and the City Attorney shall cause it to be removed 
from the Business and Tax Regulations Code.
SEC. 3014. SAVINGS CLAUSE.

No section, clause, part, or provision of this Article 30 shall be 
construed as requiring the payment of any tax that would be in violation 
of the Constitution or laws of the United States or of the Constitution or 
laws of the State of California. 

Section 4. In the event that an ordinance is enacted prior to 
November 6, 2018, amending Section 6.2-12 of Article 6 of the 
Business and Tax Regulations Code to expand its application to 
taxes imposed by Article 21 (Early Care and Education Commer-
cial Rents Tax Ordinance) of the Business and Tax Regulations 
Code, such amendments to Section 6.2-12 of Article 6 shall be 
null and void in their entirety, and the amendments made to Sec-
tion 6.2-12 of Article 6 in Section 2 of this ordinance shall take 
effect in their entirety.

Section 5. Appropriations Limit Increase. Pursuant to Califor-
nia Constitution Article XIII B and applicable laws, for four years 
from November 6, 2018, the appropriations limit for the City shall 
be increased by the increase in the sum of the amounts collect-
ed by the levy of the taxes imposed under Articles 10, 10B, 12, 
12-A, and 12-A-1 of the Business and Tax Regulations Code in 
the current fiscal year compared with the prior fiscal year, and by 
the aggregate sum collected by the levy of the tax imposed under 
Section 3 of this ordinance.

Section 6. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase, or word of this ordinance, or any application 
thereof to any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining por-
tions or applications of the ordinance. The People of the City and 
County of San Francisco hereby declare that they would have 

passed this ordinance and each and every section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, phrase, and word not declared invalid or un-
constitutional without regard to whether any other portion of this 
ordinance or application thereof would be subsequently declared 
invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 7. No Conflict with Federal or State Law. Nothing in 
this ordinance shall be interpreted or applied so as to create any 
requirement, power, or duty in conflict with any federal or state 
law.

Section 8. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, 
the People of the City and County of San Francisco intend to 
amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, 
sections, articles, numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, 
or any other constituent parts of the Municipal Code that are 
explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions or deletions, in 
accordance with the “Note” that appears under the official title of 
the ordinance.

Section 9. Effective and Operative Dates. The effective date 
of this ordinance shall be 10 days after the date the official vote 
count is declared by the Board of Supervisors. This ordinance 
shall become operative on January 1, 2019, except for Section 
3 of this ordinance, which shall become operative on January 1, 
2021. 




